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carry any weight. There is a great deal too much fuss made Inowadays about conscientious views. I
LORD SALISBURY’S ILLNESS.

THE following is the history of the illness, happily not
serious, from which Lord Salisbury has recently suffered.
He took cold in the early part of last week, but continued to
work unremittingly till the evening of Feb. 25th, when
decided symptoms of influenza appeared, and there was
a considerable rise of temperature. At first there was
much bronchial irritation, but after two days gastro-hepatic
derangement predominated. Lord Salisbury has steadily im-
proved, but his convalescence has been slow in consequence
of the’ excessive work to which he has been subjected. The

temperature at the date of the latt report was still not quite
normal. 

___

CULPABLE CARELESSNESS.

THE consequences of neglect are sometimes not less cruel
than those of deliberate injury. This is certainly true of a
case recently investigated in Bootle police-court, in which
two young children were left alone in a room containing a
fire while their parents went "shopping." The result was

that both children were severely burned, one fatally. This

was the second such accident in this family. The coroner,
Mr. Brighouse, commented on this deplorable occurrence
in terms of appropriate severity and advised that the

parents should be brought under the notice of the Liver-
pool Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.
Parental negligence is, unfortunately, not a new offence.
It has been reserved, however, for our own time
to recognise its criminal character. With regard to

this there can in many cases be no difference of

opinion. The motive is evidently bad and the act which
follows from it is a glaring illegality. Every case, however,
is not thus pronounced, otherwise the punishment inflicted
would be as severe as frequent. Neglect within the terms of
the Act for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children has prac-
tically come to be regarded as implying a wilful evasion of
duty. The case we have referred to affords no proof of such
evasion. It is rather an instance of gross thoughtlessness.
Still the result is as bad as it can well be. It might have
been prevented with ordinary care which ought to have been
used and was not and this assertion amounts to a con-
demnation. Censure in the coroner’s opinion was under
these conditions an insufficient corrective unless it’ was

strengthened by some form of legal compulsion. We believe
that every person who understands anything of the meaning
of responsibility will admit the justice of this view.

ALCOHOLIC SOMNAMBULISM.

IN a recent number of the NeurJ’ologisches Centralblatt a I

paper by Professor Fjancotte, of Liege, is given in abstract. I
The paper originally appeared in the Journal de Nmlrologie et 

’

d’ Hypnologie, of Brussels, and had special reference to the
medico-legal relations of the somnambulism which is met

with as a result of alcoholism. Somnambulism regarded as
the condition in which during loss of consciousness co&ouml;rdi-
nated actions are carried out of which there is no recollec-
tion afterwards, is met with not only in hysteria, epilepsy,
and the hypnotic state, but also as a result of alcoholic

indulgence. Professor Francotte relates the following case
of a man who was arrested for disorderly conduct in a

public place. He could not be induced to answer ques-
tions or even to speak and appeared to be quite demented.
There was no sign of intoxication, but next morning
at the medical examination he confessed that at a

place far distant from that at which he had been
arrested he had imbibed a large quantity of alcohol. He

had completely lost recollection of what had occurred

during the next forty-eight hours. He confessed to other
excesses in alcohol and there was marked tremor of the
hands and of the tongue. A sister had been the subject of
mental disease. Professor Francotte, after citing several

examples, concludes that there is a species of alcoholic
somnambulism, in which the patient behaves to all appear.
ance in a normal way but without consciousness, or at least
without having any recollection of what he has done. In

reality, however, during such a time certain slight pecu-
liarities of conduct are present which may easily escape the
observer. The condition manifests itself only in degenerate .,
individuals or at least in those who have inherited some

psychical weakness, and as it is one which implies the-
absence of responsibility, unless it is intentionally induced,
it is of great medico-legal importance.

THE Ninth International Congress of Hygiene and Demo.
graphy, under the patronage of H.M. the King Alfonso XIII.
and H.M. the Queen-Regent, will, as we have already
announced, be held at. Madrid from April 10th to 17th.
Sir Douglas Galton, K.C.B., F.R.S, has been appointed
chairman, Professor W. H. Corfield, M.A., M.D. Oxon.,
hon. treasurer, and Dr. Paul F. Moline, hon. secretary
of the British Committee. Official receipts for tickets
of membership may be obtained from Professor Corfield,
19, Savile-row, on payment of <&1, and the Spanish railway
companies will allow 50 per cent. to members of the

Congress. All papers must be sent to the Secretary-General,
Dr. Amalio Gimeno, by March 15th. Excursions to Spain at
low prices have been organised by the Voyages Pratiques de
Paris, Rue de Rome. 

-

THE Irish Medical Schools’ and Graduates’ Association
will hold its annual dinner on Thursday, March 17th
(St. Patrick’s Day), at the Cafe Monico, at 7.15 P.M. A
large attendance is expected to meet the principal guest
of the evening, Admiral Lord Charles Beresford, C.B., M.P.
Mr. P. J. Freyer, 46, Harley-street, W., is honorary secretary
of the dinner committee. 

___

AT the next meeting of the Incorporated Society of
Medical Officers of Health, to be held at the offices of the
Board of Works for the St. Giles’ district, 197, High
Holborn, London, W.C., on Friday, March llth, at 8 P,M.,
a paper will be read by Dr. J. Wright Mason on " secondary
Scarlatina and ’ Return’ Cases."

THE report of the Departmental Committee appointed by
the Duke of Devonshire to inquire into existing systems for
the education of defective and epileptic children has been
issued as a Blue-book. The report contains certain points
of medical interest to which we shall call attention at an

early opportunity. ---

THE Bishop of London, one of the Vice-Presidents, has
consented to preside at the annual general meeting of
Governors of the Dental Hospital of London to be held at
the hospital, Leicester-square, on Thursday, March 17th, at
5.30 P.:B!. 

___

MR. EDWARD NETTLESHIP has given L250 to the Royal
London Ophthalmic Hospital for the purpose of providing
apparatus and appliances for the laboratory and museum in
the new hospital now being built in the City-road.

THE Speaker of the House of Commons has promised to
take the chair at a dinner at the Hotel M&eacute;tropole on

April 30th in aid of the building fund of the Royal West-
minster Ophthalmic Hospital.


